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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a first office action in response to application no. 10/061,547 filed on 
1/31/2002 in which claims 1-16 are presented for examination. 

Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed 

Claim Objections 

Claim 13 is objected to because of the following informalities: there is 
insufficient antecedent basis for the limitation in the claim. 

Claim 13 recites the Umitation "said electromechanical activator " in lines 2-3 of 
the claim. Appropriate correction is required 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 



Claims 1-2, and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Tanaka et al. (U.S. Pat No. 6,435,969)* 
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Regarding claim 1, Tanaka et al. discloses an image capturing device comprising: 
a housing (Fig. 1); an optoelectric transducer disposed in said housing, arranged to accept 
an optical input via a light transmissive opening through said housing, and to convert said 
optical input to an electrical signal (Fig. 13, element 33); an image processor disposed 
within said housing and electrically coupled to said optoelectric transducer (Fig. 13, 
element 33); a handheld computing device disposed within said housing, coupled to said 
image processor, and including: a microprocessor (Fig. 13, element 51), memory coupled 
to said microprocessor (Fig. 13, elements 45 and 57), a user interface (Fig. 13, elements 
23, 24, and 25), an external conq)uter interface (Fig. 13, element 52), and a display (Fig. 
13, element 22); wherein said display, when switched from displaying conqjuting device 
information, displays an image regenerated at least in part by said microprocessor from 
said electrical signal (col. 3, Unes 15-19); and wherein said user interface further 
comprises at least one electromechanical activator, when switched from accepting 
computing device instruction, adapted to accept a user instruction to save said electrical 
signal as a stored image representation (col. 3, hues 1-4). 

Regarding claim 2, Tanaka et al. discloses the user interface further comprises at 
least one electromechanical activator, when switched from accepting computing device 
instruction, adapted to accept a user instruction to couple a second electrical signal 
representative of said stored image representation to said external computer interface of 
said handheld computing device (col. 16, lines 54-60). 

Regarding claim 4, Tanaka et al. discloses an image capturing device comprising: 
a housing (Fig. 1); an optoelectric transducer disposed in said housing, arranged to accept 
an optical input via a hght transmissive opening through said housing, and to convert said 
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optical input to an electrical signal (Fig. 13, element 33); an image processor disposed 
within said housing and electrically coupled to said optoelectric transducer (Fig. 13, 
element 56); a memory coupled to said image processor (Fig. 13, element 57); a user 
interface (Fig. 13, element 23, 24, and 25); and an integral interface connector coupled to 
said image processor and adapted to be coupled to an external computer without an 
intervening cable (Fig. 13, element 52) . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tanaka et al. 

(U.S. Pat. No. 6,435,969) in view of Ha et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 6,530,838). 

Regarding claim 3, Tanaka et al. discloses the memory includes a computing 
device stored document wherein a user input associates said stored image representation 
with said stored document (col. 2, Unes 20-30). Tanaka et al. does not disclose the 
display further con5)rises a tactile input display. 

However, Ha et al. discloses a game pad connectable to a portable computer 
(PDA) con^jrising a digital camera (col. 1, hues 30-31) and touch screen (col. 1, lines 34- 
45). One of ordinary skill in the art would have provided a touch screen for the purpose 
of inputting data (col. 1, hues 39-45). As a result, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have provided a tactile input 
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display in order to input data for providing a message or drawing directly on the captured 
image (Tanaka et al.: col. 3, lines 26-30). 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 10-16 are allowed. 

Regarding claim 10, the reason for allowance is as follows: the prior art does not 
disclose or fairly suggest repurposing an electromechanical actuator from said determined 
function to a shutter actuation function. 

Regarding claim 12, the reason for allowance is as follows: the prior art does not 
disclose or fairly suggest turning the image capture device on in response to a user's 
activation of a first electromechanical actuator; and accepting a user instruction to said 
first electromechanical actuator to save said electrical signal as a stored image 
representation. 

Claims 5-9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Regarding claim 5, the reason for allowance is as follows: the prior art does not 
disclose or fairly suggest an electromechanical activator to accept both a user instruction 
to turn the image capturing device on and to save said electrical signal as a stored image 
representation. 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian Jelinek whose telephone number is (703) 305-4724. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00 am - 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on (703) 308-9644. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this appUcation or proceeding is assigned is 703-872- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent AppUcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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